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Public  Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

High  Street, 

Amersham,  Bucks. 

May , 1958. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Amersham  Rural  District  Council. 

Dear  Sirs, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  environ- 
mental health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Council’s  district  for 
the  year  1957. 

Two  epidemics  of  communicable  diseases  namely  Poliomyelitis 
and  Asian  ’Flu  were  the  striking  public  health  features  of  1957.  In 
the  Council’s  district  the  number  of  cases  of  the  former  was  low,  yet 
in  the  country  as  a whole  they  were  only  slightly  below  the  first 
serious  epidemic  of  Poliomyelitis  in  this  country  in  1947.  Asian  ’Flu 
on  the  other  hand  struck  sharply  and  was  first  introduced  into  the 
district  by  local  contacts  returning  home  from  camp  where  an  out- 
break had  occurred  on  the  pre-arranged  dispersal  date.  Three  weeks 
later  an  explosive  outbreak  characteristic  of  an  epidemic  occurred. 
It  reduced  school  attendances  by  about  40  per  cent,  and  the  increase 
in  the  number  of  medical  certificates  rose  sufficiently  to  regard  the 
outbreak  as  an  epidemic.  On  the  whole  the  disease  was  mild  and 
its  complications  few. 

Last  year  in  my  Annual  Report  I referred  to  the  governmental 
embargo  on  capital  expenditure  which  had  been  lifted  to  a limited 
degree  to  enable  the  Council  to  undertake  sewerage  construction  works. 
As  a result  not  only  did  the  Council  embark  upon  a further  extension 
to  the  sewer  scheme  for  Little  Chalfont  but  at  the  time  of  writing 
this  report  it  has  been  successful  in  securing  the  necessary  approval 
in  principle  of  the  Ministry  for  the  Prestwood  Drainage  Scheme 
and  a contract  in  the  sum  of  £107,466  15s.  5d.,  has  been  placed  and 
work  is  due  to  be  commenced  shortly.  This  should  to  a considerable 
extent  relieve  the  cesspool  emptying  requirements  of  that  portion  of 
the  district 
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On  the  question  of  sewage  disposal  problems  I must  refer  to 
the  proposal  of  the  Colne  Valley  Sewerage  Board  to  secure  300  acres 
of  farm  land  adjacent  to  the  development  to  the  south  of  Chorley 
Wood  and  to  the  north  of  Chalfont  St.  Peter  adjoining  the  Urban 
district  of  Chorley  Wood.  The  purpose  of  this  acquisition  was  to 
enable  the  Board  to  dispose  of  diluted  liquid  sludge  on  the  land 
to  the  extent  of  130,000  gallons  per  day  of  liquid  containing  5-7  per 
cent,  of  solids.  Through  the  representations  of  the  County  Council 
and  other  adjoining  authorities  the  Board  has  reconsidered  this  pro- 
ject, but  the  proposal  has  now  been  replaced  by  one  to  secure  some 
590  acres!,  or  thereabouts,  of  land  adjoining  the  Maple  Lodge  Dis- 
posal Works,  of  which  not  less  than  257  acres  are  situated  in  the 
Parish  of  Chalfont  St.  Peter,  within  the  Amersham  R.D.C.,  the 
balance  being  in  the  Rural  District  of  Eton  and  within  the  area  of  the 
Rickmansworth  U.D.C. 

Before  concluding  I would  like  to  thank  the  Council’s  Chief 
Officers,  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  and  the  inspectorial 
staff  for  their  co-operation  during  the  year. 

I regret  to  inform  you  that  this  report  will  be  the  last  full 
Annual  Report  to  be  made  by  me  to  the  Council  before  my  retirement 
in  September,  1958. 

I should  like  to  extend  my  gratitude  to  the  Council  for  the 
consideration  which  they  have  at  all  times  shown  to  me  and  for  the 
assurance  that  one  obtains  from  knowing  that  the  Council  would  sup- 
port such  steps  that  I have  deemed  it  necessary  to  take  in  the  interests 
of  securing  the  control  and  improvement  of  both  environmental  health 
and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district. 

I have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  P.  EVANS, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  I. 


GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS 


1.  Statistics  and  Vital  Statistics. 

Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48,290 

Area  (Acres)  of  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  46,233 

Number  of  Habitable  Houses  (per  Rate  Book)  ...  14,673 

Rateable  Value  of  Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  £686,403 

Sum  Represented  by  Id.  Rate  ...  ...  £2,752-1-7 


Amersham  Rural  District  comprises  an  area  of  about  72  square 
miles.  It  lies  in  the  South-Eastern  portion  of  the  County  of  Bucks., 
is  situate  about  25  miles  from  London  and  ranges  over  two  spurs  of 
the  Chiltem  Hills. 

Its  characteristic  physical  features  are  its  well  wooded  slopes  and 
hills.  Its  social  conditions  may  be  described  as  those  due  to  agricul- 
tural, residential  and  industrial  factors.  Until  1939,  the  increase  in 
population  was  mainly  due  to  its  being  a London  dormitory,  but  since 
then  there  has  been  a steady  flow  of  selected  light  industry  into  the 
neighbourhood  which  has  absorbed  a high  proportion  of  locally 
available  labour.  Its  proximity  to  London  has  also  tended  to  give  rise 
to  the  development  of  several  well  marked  urban-type  communities 
within  the  rural  boundaries. 

Despite  the  recent  establishment  of  selected  light  industries  in  the 
district  several  agencies,  including  the  Council  itself,  have  co-operated 
to  preserve  large  tracts  of  woodlands  for  their  amenity  value.  The 
provisions  of  the  Green  Belt  Act  and  similar  powers  have  enabled 
large  areas  of  the  district  to  be  preserved  within  the  Greater  London 
Planning  Region. 

On  the  whole  therefore  it  may  be  said  that  whilst  there  is  a limit 
to  the  possible  development,  there  is  increasingly  a tendency  toward 
the  better  balance  of  the  agricultural,  industrial  and  residential  factors 
in  the  area. 


2.  Births. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

• • • • • • 

16.1 

(a)  Live  Births: 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  . . . 

384 

365 

749 

Illegitimate  . . . 

21 

6 

27 

(b)  Still  Births: 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

...  3 

6 

9 

Illegitimate  . . . 

• • • " 

- i 

- 

Still  Birth  Rate 

per  1,000  total  births 

• • • • • • 

11.5 

5 


Males 

Females 

Total 

(c)  Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes 

— 

(d)i  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one 

year  ...  ...  ... 

Legitimate  

8 

2 

10 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

(e)  Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 

weeks  of  age  

Legitimate  

5 

2 

7 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

Infant  Mortality : All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ... 

12.9 

Ditto,  Ditto,  England  and  Wales 

23.0 

3.  Deaths. 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population 

• • • 

• • • • • • 

9.7 

Causes  of  Death 

Males  Females 

Total 

1.  Heart  Diseases 

• • • 

34  35 

69 

2.  Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

11  10 

21 

3.  Bronchitis  

• • • 

16  — 

16 

4.  Pneumonia  

• • • 

8 14 

22 

5.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

• • • 

3 — 

3 

6.  Cancer 

• • • 

59  38 

97 

7.  Diabetes  

• • • 

2 1 

3 

8.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

• • • 

3 2 

5 

9.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

• • • 

2 2 

4 

10.  Congenital  Malformations  ... 

• • • 

2 — 

2 

11.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

• • • 

22  39 

61 

12.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

• • • 

43  34 

77 

13.  Influenza  

• • • 

3 4 

7 

14.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

• • • 

— 1 

1 

15.  Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

1 — 

1 

16.  Tuberculosis 

• • • 

1 1 

2 

17.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  Duodenum 

• • • 

2 2 

4 

18.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

• • • 

2 — 

2 

19.  Suicide 

• • • 

1 5 

6 

20.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

20  28 

48 

21.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

• • • 

4 2 

6 

22.  All  other  accidents  

• • • 

6 5 

11 

245  223 

468 
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COUNTY  OF  BUCKINGHAM  (Rural  Districts  only) 
Populations,  Birth  and  Mortality  Rates  for  the  Year  1957 
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NOTE:  1.  In  view  of  the  small  numbers  on  which  some  of  the  rates  quoted  are  based,  the  actual  numbers  are  given  in  paren- 

thesis for  the  purpose  of  clearer  comparison. 


SECTION  II. 

HEALTH  SERVICES 


Hospital  Services 

The  Amersham  Rural  District  is  situate  within  the  area  of  the 
Oxford  Regional  Hospital  Board.  The  Board  has  delegated  manage- 
ment responsibilities  of  hospitals  in  this  area  to  High  Wycombe  and 
District  Management  Committee  which  in  turn  has  delegated  day  to 
day  administration  to  two  “House  Committees.”  One  House  Com- 
mittee is  responsible  for  the  Amersham  General  Hospital,  the  Chesham 
Hospital  and  The  Stone  Maternity  Hospital.  The  other  is  responsible 
for  the  Chalfont  and  Gerrards  Cross  Hospital. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  is  concerned  with 
Bacteriology  and  Epidemiology  in  relation  to  the  diagnosis,  prevention 
and  control  of  Infectious  Disease. 

The  Regional  Public  Health  Laboratories  are  situated  at  Oxford 
and  Luton,  and  in  general,  undertake  free  of  charge  the  bacteriological 
examination  of  such  specimens  as  sputum,  nose  and  throat  swabs, 
faeces,  urine,  blood,  etc. 

The  chemical  examination  of  water  and  sewage  effluent  is 
undertaken  by  the  Public  Analyst,  Southwark  Borough  Council. 

The  following  specimens  have  been  examined  at  the  laboratories 
of  the  Public  Health  Services: 

Number 

Throat  swabs  for  Diptheria  Bacilli,  Haemolytic  Streptococci 


and  Vincent’s  Angina  ...  18 

F aeces  ...  ...  . . . ...  •••  ...  • • « 18 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  100 

Lollies  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  ...  .••  18 

Milk  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  232 

Cup  and  utensil  swabs  samples  for  Analysis  ...  ...  ...  20 

Miscellaneous  samples  for  Analysis  ...  3 

Micellaneous  swabs  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Egg  Albumen  ...  4 

Water  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  271 


Ambulance  Facilities 

Ambulance  Service. 

Provided  by  the  County  Council  for  the  conveyance  of  persons 
who,  for  medical  reasons,  are  unable  to  travel  by  public  transport. 
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The  County  Transport  and  Ambulance  Service  Headquarters  are 
situated  at  5,  Buckingham  Road,  Aylesbury.  Tel.  Aylesbury  3375 
(7  lines). 

In  addition  to  Headquarters,  the  nearest  main  station  is  situated 
at  Old  Fire  Station,  High  Street,  Chesham,  Tel.  Chesham  8128,  to 
which  application  for  transport  should  be  made  direct. 


Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing  Service 


NATURE  OF  THE  ARRANGEMENTS  IN  THE  AREA 


Districts  Served 

Amersham 
Amersham  Common 
Chesham  Bois 
Coleshil) 

Winchmore  Hill 
Little  Chalfont 


Name,  Address  and 
Qualifications  of  Nurse. 


Miss  P.  Harper,  S.E.A.N.,  S.C.M., 
► and  Miss  M.  Inglis,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M., 
7,  First  Avenue,  Amersham. 


T el  e phone 

Amersham 

374 


Chalfont  St.  Giles 
Seer  Green 
Jordans 

Three  Households 


1 Miss  M.  C.  Bott,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Chal.  St.  G. 
y Q.N.,  Holme  Lacey,  London  Road,  413 

J Chalfont  St.  Giles. 


Chalfont  St.  Peter 
Gold  Hill 

“Kingsway”  (G.X.) 
Chorley  Wood 
(Bucks  Area) 


y 


Miss  M.  F.  Vincent,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M., 
Q.N.  and 

Miss  M.  I.  Cummings,  S.R.N., 
S.C.M.,  Q.N.,  Nos.  1 and  3 Penn- 
ington Road,  The  Glebe,  Chalfont 
St.  Peter. 


Gerr.  X 
4030/1 


Lee  Common 
The  Lee 
Chartridge 
Ballinger 
Swan  Bottom 


1 

l Mrs.  B.  L.  Fowler,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M., 

| Q.N.,  17a  Berkeley  Ave.,  Chesham. 

J 


Ashley  Green 
Whelpley  Hill 
Ley  Hili 
Lye  Green 
Latimer  & Chenies 


y 


"Miss  M.  Bly,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 
Shenley  Cottage,  Ley  Hill,  Chesham. 


Holmer  Green 
Penn  Street 
Penn 

Forty  Green 
Knotty  Green 
Tylers  Green 


I Miss  I.  M.  Cobb,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M., 
* Q.N.,  8 Rose  Avenue,  Hazlemcre, 
High  Wycombe. 


Chesham 

8991 


Chesham 

8238 


Penn 

3327 


Little  Hampden 
Little  Kingshill 
Hyde  Heath 
Little  Missenden 
Great  Missenden 


'N 


Miss  J.  D.  MacDonald,  S.R.N., 
r S.C.M.,  Q.N.,  Nurse’s  Cottage, 

| Rignall  Road,  Gt.  Missenden. 


Hawridge 

Bellingdon 

Asheridge 

Buckland  Common 

St.  Leonards 

Cholesbury 

The  Vale,  Chesham 


*Miss  J.  E.  Montgomery,  S.R.N., 
► S.C.M. , Nurse’s  Bungalow,  Sandpit 
Hill,  Buckland  Common,  Nr.  Trine, 
Herts. 


Gt.  Miss. 

2071 


Cholesburv 

269 
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Districts  Served 


Name,  Address  and 
Qualifications  of  Nurse. 


Telephone 


Prestwood 
Gt.  Kingshill 
Spurlands  End 
Heath  End 


J *Miss  H.  M.  E.  Coulson,  S.R.N.,  Gt.  Miss. 
1 S.C.M.,  Q.N.,  Chestnut  Cottage,  2209 

[ Sixty  Acres,  Prestwood,  Great 

J Missenden. 


*These  Nurses  hold  the  Health  Visitors  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Society 
of  Health. 


Child  Welfare  Centres 

Medical 

Centre 

Location 

Sessions 

Officer 

attends 

AMERSHAM 
Old  Town 

British  Legion  Hall,  Whielden 
Street. 

2nd  & 4th 
Tuesday 

2nd  Tuesday 

New  Town 

Community  Centre,  Woodside 
Road. 

Amersham-on-the-Hill . 

1st  & 3rd 
Tuesday 

Each  Session 

Chalfont 
St.  Giles 

Memorial  Hall. 

2nd  & 4th 
Thursday 

2nd  Thurs. 

Chalfont 
St.  Peter 

Tithe  Bam,  Swan  Farm. 

Each  Fri. 

1st  & 3rd 
Friday 

CHARTRIDGE 
and  THE  LEE 

Village  Hall,  Chartridge. 

Youth  Club  Hall, 

Lee  Common. 

3rd  Thurs.  No  Medical 
Officer 

1st.  Thurs.  Each  Session 

CHENIES 

CHESHAM 

Florence  Brown  Memorial  Hall, 
Hillside  Road,  Chorley  Wood. 

School  Clinic,  Germain  Street. 

2nd  & 4th 
Tuesday 

1st  & 3rd 
Friday 
9.30  a.m. 
2nd  & 4th 
Fri.  2 p.m. 

4th  Tuesday 

Each  Session 
Each  Session 

CHESHAM 
POND  PARK 

Community  Hall, 
Windsor  Road. 

2nd  & 4th 
Monday 

2nd  Mon. 

CHOLESBURY- 
cum  ST. 
LEONARDS 

Village  Hall,  Cholesbury 

2nd  & 4th 
Thursday 

4th  Thurs. 

GREAT 

KINGSHILL 

Village  Hall. 

3rd  Weds. 

Each  Session 

GREAT 

MISSENDEN 

Memorial  Hall, 
Station  Approach. 

2nd  & 4th 
Weds. 

4th  Weds. 

HAZLEMERE 

Penn  Road  Methodist  School- 
room. 

1st  & 3rd 
Tuesday 

1st  Tuesday 

HOLMER 

GREEN 

Wesleyan  Chapel,  Schoolroom. 

1st  & 3rd 
Wednesday 

1st  Weds. 

LITTLE 

CHALFONT 

Little  Chalfont  Hall. 

1st  & 3rd 
Monday 

3rd  Monday 

PRESTWOOD 

Village  Hall. 

2nd  Weds.  Each  Session 

SEER  GREEN 
and  JORDANS 

Baptist  Schoolroom,  Seer 
Green. 

1st  & 3rd 
Thursday 

3rd  Thurs. 

TYLERS  GREEN  Parish  Room,  Tylers  Green, 
and  PENN 

Last 

Wednesday 

Each  Session 

COLESHILL 

Village  Hall. 

3rd  Weds. 

No  Medical 
Officer 
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HOSPITALS  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  DISTRICT  ARE  AS 

FOLLOWS: 


Hospitals  For  Non-inf ectious  Diseases 

(a)  Within  the  District: 

Chalfont  St.  Peter  Cottage  Hospital. 

Beds  36,  Men  10,  Women  14,  Children  5,  Private  7. 

Massage  and  Electrical  treatment  are  carried  out  and  there 
is  a fully  equipped  X-ray  apparatus. 

There  is  also  a General  Hospital  at  St.  Mary’s,  Whielden  Street, 
Amersham . 

(b)  Outside  the  District: 

(i)  Chesham  Cottage  Hospital. 

Beds  21,  Men  8,  Women  7,  Children  5 and  1 private  ward. 
There  are  facilities  for  X-ray  examinations. 

Massage  and  Electrical  treatment 

(ii)  Royal  Bucks  County  Hospital  at  Aylesbury. 

(iii)  The  War  Memorial  Hospital  at  High  Wycombe. 

As  the  District  is  only  about  25  miles  from  London,  patients  are 
frequendy  sent  to  one  or  other  of  the  London  Hospitals. 

For  Infectious  Diseases.  (Other  than  Small  Pox  or  Tuberculosis). 
Aylesbury  Isolation  Hospital. 

General  Practitioners  are  asked  to  request  admission  to  the 
Isolation  Unit,  including  the  adult  Poliomyelitis  Unit, 
through  the  House  Physician  to  the  Consultant  on  emergency 
duty  at  Stoke  Mandeville  Hospital  (Telephone:  Aylesbury 
5050).  The  Paediatric  House  Physician  should  be  ap- 
proached for  the  admission  of  children. 

Prospect  Park  Hospital,  Reading. 

General  Practitioners  should  telephone  preferably  the 
House  Physician  in  charge  or  the  Matron  at  the  Hos- 
pital. (Telephone:  Reading  3654.)  (If  there  is  no  bed  the 
Hospital  will  refer  the  case  to  the  Reading  Hospital  Bed 
Bureau.) 
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Blood  Transfusion  Service 

There  is  no  doubt  that  this  service  is  one  of  the  most  %'ital  to  the 
well  being  of  any  modem  community,  but  it  is  also  one  of  the  most 
unobtrusive  and  least  heralded  of  the  voluntary  services  in  the  country. 
I have  to  thank  the  Regional  Transfusion  Centre,  Oxford;  also  Mrs. 
Neale,  Waldringfield,  Martins  End  Lane,  Gt.  Missenden,  Bucks., 
Commandant  B.R.C.S.,  Great  Missenden  and  District  Branch  No. 
30,  and  Mrs.  W,  Stevens,  Divisional  Director,  B.R.C.S.,  Amersham 
Division,  for  the  following  information  relating  to  the  service  locally. 

Blood-donor  sessions  are  held  at  six-monthly  intervals,  usually 
in  January  and  July,  with  only  a week  or  two  between  the  times  of  the 
visits  to  Amersham  and  Chesham. 


Place 

Address 

Amersham 

Community  Centre 
Chiltern  Avenue. 

Chesham 

School  Clinic, 
Germain  Street. 

Great 

Missenden 

Memorial  Hall, 
Great  Missenden. 

Organiser 

1 Mrs.  Stevens, 
y “Lych-Cot,”  Woodside 
I Close,  Amersham. 
j Tel.  Amersham  981. 

Miss  M.  A.  Sutton, 

Atkins  Farm,  Prestwood, 

Great  Missenden.  G.M.  2235  75 


No.  of 
Donors 

151 

124 


There  is  an  urgent  need  for  more  donors  in  all  three  areas. 
Volunteers  for  this  important  service  are  recommended  to  communi- 
cate direct  with  the  organiser  for  their  area  as  shown  above. 
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Prevalence  of  Notifiable  Diseases 

Cases  notified  during  1957;  numbers  admitted  to  hospitals  and  deaths;  notifications  1948-57 


SECTION  III 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
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TOTALS  ...  488  9 64  80  269 


Monthly  Incidence  of  Notifiable  Diseases 


Vi 


- I 


-III 


O 


Csl  1— ( 1— ( 


I I I 


Vi 

o 


<x> 


CO 


I I 


CO 


A, 


1— H l O 


I - I I I 


<N 


a 


05 


05 


s 

s 

■S 


00 

o 


CO 


S' 


I 1 

1 ^ 

— 

00 

1 

1 1 

«i 


CO 


05 


ic 


M 05 


(M 


*C 


r— < Oi 


<N 


5C 

<3 


in  lO 


CO 


I I I 


<*> 


C/D 


<o 

Q 


0> 

X! 

>> 

• 

• 

bo 

W> 

• 

G 

• 

• 

§ 

c 

l 

G 

_o 

I 

t-l 

(Li 

u 

§ 

o 

> 

<L> 

Uh 

C/D 

bo 

G 

C/D 

o 

CQ 

• IH 

c 

o 

p-< 

b 

>» 

u. 

O 

T! 

8 

to 

Measle 

I 

T3 

O 

O 

Hh 

6 

p 

<u 

G 

Ph 

o 

u 
<u 
<— 1 

G 

< 

8 

C/D 

Q 

’£ 

<L) 

Ui 

>> 

Ch 


« 

l-i 

O 


P 


Cases  of  Notifiable  Diseases  occurring  in  each  Parish  i 


UddAQ  Add<$ 

12  1*1111 

UUdJ 

1 8 - 1 1 1 1 1 

UdpUdSSlffl 

djfjlj 

i i i i i i i i 

UdpUdSSlJft 

JVdAf) 

l 

16 

9 

1 

ddj  di(x 

i i i l i i i i 

AdUAlfV'J 

i i i i i i i i 

ims9i°D 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

/CAnqsdjonj 

1 " 1 1 1 1 1 1 

StOff 

. tuvqsdqj 

| CO  | | - - | | 

Sdiudi(j 

1 - N 1 1 1 1 1 

dSpufAvqj 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

IS 

juofjvqj 

<m  <m  — ^ | *■*  | 

® n 1 1 

s*no  ‘is 

fuofimfj 

- S 1 '*  1 1 1 

UddAQ 

< Cdjifs  y 

- ® m i i i i I 

UAVlfSAdUlY 

- g 1 00  1 i ^ 

1 

Disease 

Scarlet  Fever 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

Food  Poisoning 
Pneumonia  ... 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis 
Dysentery 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

9 1 

,050 

,000 

950 

900 

850 

800 

750 

700 

650 

600 

550 

500 

450 

400 

350 

300 

250 

200 

150 

100 

50 

0 


NOTIFICATIONS 

MEASLES  and  WHOOPING  COUGH 

1951-1957 


1951  | 1952  | 1953  | 1954  | 1955  | 1956  | 1957 

————Measles  ......  Whooping  Gough 
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DIPHTHERIA 


Immunization  against  Diphtheria  1957  (A.R.D.C.) 

Under 

Age:  1 year  1 2 3 4 5-9  10-14  Total 

Primary 

Immunization  493  167  34  4 12  21  — 731 

Re-Immunization  — — — 2 32  378  38  450 

It  has  been  estimated  that  to  prevent  the  return  of  diphtheria 
in  its  severe  forms  it  is  necessary  to  immunize  75%  of  babies  before 
reaching  their  first  birthday.  In  1957  the  number  immunized  in  the 
Council’s  area  was  60.6%. 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  during  the  year  under  review  there 
was  no  case  of  diphtheria  notified  in  the  Council’s  area  thereby 
making  1957  the  11th  consecutive  year  during  which  the  district  has 
been  free  from  Diphtheria. 


FOOD  POISONING 

On  Monday  the  14th  October,  there  was  an  outbreak  of  diarrhoea 
affecting  6 adolescent  patients  in  a Home  for  handicapped  patients.  An 
investigation  showed  that  the  preparation  of  meals  during  the  week- 
end followed  the  procedure  in  large  catering  institutions  during  the 
week-end,  that  is,  the  meat  was  cooked  on  Saturday,  left  overnight, 
re-heated  and  served  for  dinner  on  Sunday.  Examination  of  the  faeces 
from  the  affected  patients  and  the  residue  of  meat  showed  them  both 
to  have  been  contaminated  by  B.  Welchi,  which  on  further  investigation 
were  shown  to  belong  to  the  food  poisoning  group. 
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SECTION  IV. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during- 1957 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Re  spiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

0 

• 

• 

• 

0 

• 

• • 

1 

• 

• 

• 

• 

5 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

15 

1 

1 

1 

• 

25 

1 

• 

• 

• 

35 

1 

• 

• 

45 

2 

• 

• 

• 

1 

55 

5 

• 

1 

• 

65  & over 

1 

• 

• 

1 

7 

5 

1 

• 

1 

2 

• • 

P.H.  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations.  1925 


T uberculosis 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925  (relating  to 
persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  employed  in  the  Milk 
Trade ),  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936 
(relating  to  compulsory  removal  to  Hospital  of  persons  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis). 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


B.C.G.  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis 

Tuberculin-testing  is  an  integral  part  of  B.C.G.  vaccination. 
The  children  eligible  are  “school  leavers”  in  their  13-14th  year. 
Vaccination  involves  two  visits  to  the  school  by  the  school  doctor, 
the  first  for  the  preliminary  skin  testing  with  tuberculin,  the  second 
to  record  the  result  of  the  test  and  to  proceed  according  to  the  result. 
Those  who  react  positively  (positive  reactors)  do  not  participate 
further  and  the  parent  is  informed  of  the  reason.  The  positive 
reaction  indicates  that  such  children  have  already  been  infected  with 
tubercutosis  and  that  they  have  thereby  acquired  a degree  of  pro- 
tection from  further  infection  with  the  disease.  It  is  however  only 
right  to  add  that  though  they  are  already  infected  they  are  not 
necessarily  suffering  from  the  disease.  They  do  not  require  the 
added  protection  given  by  vaccination.  Those  who  do  not  react 
to  the  test  (non-reactors)  are  vaccinated  against  tuberculosis. 
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B.C.G.  Vaccination  1957 — Comprehensive  Statistical  Survey 


This  programme  was  undertaken  in  this  School  Division  during 
the  fortnight  Monday,  11th  March  to  Thursday,  21st  March,  1957. 
The  preliminary  testing  for  the  positive  reactors  was  undertaken  in 
the  first  and  the  vaccination  of  non-reactors  on  the  second  week  of 
that  period.  The  results  are  given  below. 


Preliminary  Testing  School  Vaccination 


T5 

bO 

03 

CO 

c 

CO 

h 

i-i 

o 

4-J 

U 

« 

o 

w 

03 

c 

X) 

<D 

r— ^ 

X 

• »H 

bO 

Absences 

Refusals 

o 

Vi 

OS 

d> 

0$ 

u 

<u 

X 

o 

2 

03 

c 

<u 

M-l 

o 

S-l 

oj 

X 

Absences 

Refusals 

u 

u 

03 

> 

U) 

o 

X 

• 

•4— » 

o 

6 
• r—* 

B 

p 

B 

3 

o 

z 

r— « 

<u 

u, 

. 

P-i 

64 

1 

1 

1 

61 

Dr.  Challoners 

12  (20%) 

1 

- 

48  (80%) 

20 

- 

2 

- 

18 

Chesham  Technical  ... 

4 (22.2%) 

- 

- 

14  (77.8%) 

79 

5 

18 

4 

52 

Raans  County  Sec.  ... 

11  (22.1%) 

1 

- 

40  (78.8%) 

34 

1 

3 

- 

30 

Misboume  Cty.  Sec.... 

3 (10%) 

- 

- 

27  (90%) 

55 

3 

8 

1 

43 

Holmer  Green  Cty.  Sec. 

13  (30%) 

2 

- 

28  (65.1%) 

78 

4 

3 

2 

69 

Germain  Cty.  Sec.  ... 

7 (10.1%) 

4 

- 

58  (84%) 

108 

4 

13 

6 

85 

Whitehill  Girls 

19  (22.3%) 

2 

- 

64  (76.5%) 

81 

3 

7 

5 

66 

Chalfonts  Cty.  Sec.  ... 

10  (15.1%) 

4 

- 

52  (77.7%) 

519  424  (81.8%)  Totals  79  (18.6%)  331  (78%) 


Summary 


Total  No.  eligible  by  age  

Total  No.  Preliminary  Tested  

Percentage  Positive  Reactors  of  number  tested 
Percentage  Non-Reactors  (Vaccinated) 


519 

424 

...  18.6% 
..  78% 


SECTION  V. 


MILK 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 — Article  20 

When  any,  person  is  suffering  from  disease  caused  by  the  con- 
sumption of  milk,  or  if  there  are  reasonable  grounds  for  suspecting 
that  a person  is  so  suffering  or  indeed  if  milk  is  infected  with  ogan- 
isms  capable  of  causing  disease  in  man,  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  a District  is  authorised  to  serve  a notice  prohibiting  the 
sale  of  such  milk  unless  it  has  been  treated  in  such  a way  as  to 
secure,  to  his  satisfaction  that  it  may  with  safety,  be  sold  for  human 
consumption.  A dairy  farmer  on  whom  such  notice  is  served  is 
entitled  to  compensation  for  damage  or  loss  by  reason  of  the  notice 
served  The  commonest  cause  for  the  infection  of  milk  are  the 
organisms  of  brucella  (contagious  abortion  in  cattle).  During  the 
year  reports  were  received  from  the  County  Council  that  7 samples 
of  milk  in  this  area  were  infected  with  these  organisms.  Another  of 
the  causes  for  the  infection  of  milk  are  the  organisms  of  Tuberculosis, 
and  during  the  year,  reports  were  received  that  3 samples  of  milk 
in  this  area  were  so  infected.  In  all  cases  the  milk  was  diverted  to 
render  it  safe  prior  to  sale  for  human  consumption  and  7 cows 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  were  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Order,  1938. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (Milk,  Dairies  and  Artificial  Cream) 

ACT  1950.  Section  23. 

Specification  of  Areas. 

The  Councirs  district  has,  since  the  21st  March,  1955,  been 
declared  by  the  Minister  of  Food  under  Section  23  of  The  Food  & 
Drugs  (Milk,  Dairies  and  Artificial  Cream)  1950  Act  a specified 
area.  This  means  that  only  milks  of  special  designation  may  be  sold 
for  human  consumption  within  the  Amersham  Rural  District  and  the 
sale  therein  of  raw  undesignated  milk  for  that  purpose  is  illegal. 
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SECTION  VI. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS  1948  to  1951 

The  repeal  of  the  old  Poor  Law  was  widely  welcomed  because 
it  had,  in  the  main,  outlived  its  usefulness,  and  it  was  replaced  by 
the  National  Assistance  Acts,  1948-1951.  In  the  redistribution  of 
responsibilities  imposed  by  these  Acts,  some  fell  to  be  assumed  by 
the  Local  Authorities,  and  those  under  Section  47  and  50  became  the 
responsibility  of  the  local  District  Councils.  One  case  was  dealt  with 
under  Section  47  during  the  year. 

Section  50 

Under  this  Section  of  the  above  Acts,  the  duty  is  placed  upon 
the  Councils  of  County  Boroughs  and  County  Districts  to  arrange  for 
the  burial  or  cremation  of  any  person  who  has  died  or  been  found 
dead  in  their  area.  This  duty  is  exercisable  only  when  it  appears  to 
the  Council  that  no  other  suitable  arrangements  have  been  or  are 
being  made. 

During  the  past  year,  the  duty  imposed  by  this  Section  has  been 
performed  in  one  case. 
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SECTION  VII. 


HOUSING 


i he  number  of  properties  shown  below  controlled  by  the  Council 
at  the  end  of  December,  1957,  was  2,624,  as  compared  with  December, 
1956,  when  it  was  2,573.  The  range  of  properties  is  as  follows. 


Housing  Accommodation 

Pre-war,  Council  houses 

Post-war  Council  houses 
Prefabricated  bungalows 
War-time  buildings  converted  ... 
Requisitioned  and  other  properties 
Vache  Park  Estate  (camp  site) 

Beech  Barn  Estate 
Woodlands  Park  Estate  ... 

Pipers  Wood  Estate  

Hodgemoor  Estate  

Other  Properties 


December  December 
1956  1957 

658  658 

1,678  1,792 

90  90 

2 2 

1 1 


4 2 

138  72 

2 7 


2,573  2,624 


Camp  Sites 

There  were  two  camp  sites  in  partial  occupation  at  the  beginning 
of  1957.  Owing  to  instructions  from  the  central  government,  the 
clearance  of  these  sites  and  hutments  was  progressively  continued. 
Beech  Barn  and  Woodlands  Camp  were  cleared  completely,  the  resi- 
dents from  the  latter  were  absorbed  into  the  Abbey  Field  Housing 
Site,  Great  Missenden.  At  Pipers  Wood  Camp  no  tenants  remained 
but  two  families  have  squatted  in  virtually  demolished  huts.  Action 
has  been  instituted  to  secure  the  removal  of  these  trespassers.  Hodge- 
moor, with  140  huts,  until  recently  a Polish  resettlement  camp,  has 
been  progressively  phased  for  complete  clearance  by  December,  1958 
and  there  remain  only  72  huts. 


The  Housing  of  the  Aged  and  Elderly 

The  Council  has  kept  these  special  housing  needs  well  to  the 
forefront  of  its  building  programmes,  and  since  1945  it  has  reserved 
about  5 per  cent,  of  all  housing  construction  programmes  on  new 
estates  for  the  aged  and  elderly.  In  all  there  is  now  a total  of  about 
250  such  units  of  accommodation  distributed  throughout  its  district. 
One  of  the  Council’s  more  recent  achievements,  however,  has  been 
the  construction  out  of  its  own  revenues,  without  exchequer  subsidy, 
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of  housing  accommodation  comprising  27  single  room  flatlets — Glebe 
House,  Chalfont  St.  Peter.  One  of  the  features  of  the  undertaking  is 
the  erection  of  a resident  Warden’s  separate  housing  accommodation 
within  the  curtilage  of  the  property.  A warden  undertakes  certain 
supervisory  duties  in  connection  with  the  welfare  of  the  tenants  and 
her  duties  to  the  aged  folk  are,  in  fact,  largely  those  understood  by  the 
term  “a  good  neighbour.”  The  object  of  such  housing  provision  for 
the  aged  and  elderly  is  to  enable  them  to  continue  to  live  independent 
lives  in  their  own  homes. 

Another  recent  achievement  has  been  the  construction  of  Stevens 
House,  a hostel  for  the  aged  and  elderly  at  Whielden  Street, 
Amersham,  which  was  completed  during  the  year  and  is  now  fully 
occupied.  It  consists  of  23  units  of  accommodation  largely  on  the 
same  pattern  as  Glebe  House  but  differing  in  detail,  the  most  import- 
ant of  which  is  the  provision  of  a common  room  for  communal 
activities. 


HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENTS  ACT,  1954 

The  stage  has  now  been  reached  when  some  of  the  energies 
directed  to  the  provision  of  additional  houses  are  being  diverted  to 
the  repair  and  improvement  of  older  houses  and  to  the  replacement 
of  those  unfit  and  appropriate  for  clearance. 

Under  the  1949  Housing  Act  (s.  20)  a summary  of  the  applica- 
tions for  improvement  grants  approved  is  as  follows: 


Year 

Applications 

Toted  Grants 

1950 

1 

£261 

1951 

1 

£269 

1952 

2 

£394 

1953 

9 

£2,466 

1954 

29 

£9,802 

1955 

72 

£18,225 

1956 

50 

£13,440 

1957 

45 

£11,473 

The  Council  s present  policy  is  that  applications  for  improve- 
ment grants  are  considered  individually,  each  being  decided  on  its 
merits. 
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SECTION  VIII. 


THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC 
HEALTH  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1957 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 
General  Administration 

There  were  no  changes  in  the  technical  staff  of  the  Department, 
but  the  resignation  of  the  Shorthand  Typist  and  the  General  Clerk/ 
Technical  necessitated  changes  in  the  clerical  staff. 

The  Public  Health  Inspectors  continued  to  maintain  their  day- 
to-day  inspections,  with  emphasis  mainly  on  the  administration  of 
the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  and  the  Council’s  Slum  Clearance 
Programme.  The  Housing  Subsidies  Act,  1957,  laid  down  certain 
conditions  which  must  be  complied  with  in  order  to  claim  subsidy, 
and  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  proceed  as  quickly  as  possible  with  the 
formality  of  making  a report  to  the  Council  upon  many  of  the  houses 
included  in  the  list  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  & Local 
Government  to  be  dealt  with  during  the  Quinquennial  period  1955/60. 

There  were  still  far  too  many  complaints  of  overflowing  cess- 
pools, and  more  particularly  the  long  delay  in  dealing  with  applica- 
tions for  emptying.  The  reduction  in  the  number  of  cesspools  to  be 
emptied  as  a result  of  connections  to  the  main  sewer  is  offset  by  the 
considerable  development  which  is  continually  taking  place  in  the  parts 
of  the  district  where  no  sewer  is  available,  and  where  the  only  altern- 
ative drainage  is  by  means  of  a cesspool.  A delay  of  three  to  four 
weeks  in  dealing  with  any  particular  application  is  intolerable,  and  this 
is  a matter  which  does  require  the  most  urgent  consideration. 

The  position  regarding  the  disposal  of  cesspool  contents  is  also 
not  a very  happy  one.  Disposal  of  these  contents  into  the  deep  holes 
of  disused  brickworks  is  not  the  most  desirable  of  practices  owing 
to  “ponding”  of  the  sewage  due  to  the  clayey  nature  of  the  ground. 

A complaint  was  also  received  during  the  year  of  the  depositing 
of  slaughterhouse  refuse  and  other  materials  on  a brickfield  and  this 
revealed  that  the  long-term  policy  for  the  disposal  of  house  refuse 
is  another  matter  which  must  be  given  early  consideration. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  consideration  was  given  to  imple- 
mentation of  those  parts  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  which  became 
operative  on  the  31st  December,  1956,  and  owing  to  the  nature  of 
the  district  it  was  decided  not  to  consider  for  the  time  being  the 
establishment  of  smoke  control  areas.  It  was,  however,  decided  to 
incorporate  in  the  Council’s  Building  Bye-Laws  a model  Bye-law  that 
requires  the  installation  in  all  new  houses  of  appliances  capable  of 
burning  smokeless  fuels.  Complaints  were  received  during  the  year 
of  the  emission  of  smoke  from  some  of  the  industrial  establishments 
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in  the  area,  and  this,  I feel,  is  indicative  of  a public  “clean  air”  con- 
science. There  was  little  justification  for  some  of  these  complaints, 
but  in  order  to  maintain  the  public  interest  in  this  matter — which  is 
of  paramount  importance — considerable  tact  is  necessary  in  order  not 
to  unduly  belittle  complaints  but  at  the  same  time  avoid  irritation 
to  the  factory  managements  concerned. 

Water  Supply 

The  Rickmansworth  & Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company  is  the 
statutory  undertaking  which  supplies  water  to  the  whole  of  the  Coun- 
cil’s district,  with  the  exception  of  the  parish  of  Cholesbury-cum- 
St.  Leonards,  and  a portion  of  the  parish  of  The  Lee,  which  are 
served  by  the  Bucks  Water  Board. 

Samples  of  the  main  water  have  been  taken  from  various  parts 
of  the  district  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and 
chemical  analysis.  With  one  exception  the  reports  of  the  Analyst 
were  satisfactory. 

Specimens  of  the  analytical  reports  are  given  in  the  Appendix 
of  this  Report. 

During  the  year,  the  Rickmansworth  & Uxbridge  Valley  Water 
Company  carried  out  further  extensions  to  their  mains,  as  follows: — 
801  yds.  of  2 inch,  1450  yds.  of  3 inch,  2363  yds.  of  4 inch,  and 
982  yds.  of  6 inch. 

In  connection  with  three  of  the  above  extensions  the  Council 
contributed  a total  sum  of  £297. 

Only  one  extension  was  carried  out  during  the  year  by  the  Bucks 
Water  Board,  as  under: 

80  yds.  3"  main. 

271  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examin- 
ation as  follows: — 

Source  of  Supply 

Rainwater  Bore  Well  Mains 

5 236  2 28 

Of  the  271  water  samples  taken  25  were  found  to  be  unsatis- 
factory. as  under:) — 

Rainwater  Bore  Well  Mains  Spring 
6 17  1 1 _ 

Some  explanation,  I feel,  is  due  for  the  large  number  of  samples 
of  bore  water  submitted  for  examination.  These  are  in  the  main 
taken  from  three  sources,  namely  two  Bacon  Factories,  and  the  Chal- 
font  Epileptic  Colony.  The  water  is  used  for  the  preparation  of  food 
products,  and  other  domestic  purposes,  and  it  is  considered  necessary 
to  maintain  the  greatest  care  and  vigilance  because  of  the  extensive 
consumption  of  this  water.  . . 

A number  of  meetings  have  been  attended  in  connection  with 
the  re-grouping  of  the  Water  Undertakings  in  the  Area,  but  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  Council  is  not  a Water  Undertaking  our  attend- 
ance at  these  meetings  was  purely  as  observers. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors’ 
visits  during  the  year. — 


General  Sanitation 

Nature  of  Inspection  or  Visit  No. 

Water  Supply 53 

Drainage  460 

Stables  & Piggeries 69 

Fried  Fish  Shops  1 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  249 

Outworkers  6 

Factories  88 

Licensed  Premises  15 

Refuse  Collection:  Refuse  Disposal 20 

Rats  and  Mice 17 

Atmospheric  Pollution  ...  48 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  346 


1,386 

Informal  Notices  Statutory  Notices 

Served:  37  Served:  1 

Complied  with:  25  Complied  with:  Nil 


Housing 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts 230 

Re-visits  paid  to  above  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  195 

Re-visits  paid  to  above  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  168 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  in  connection  with  over-crowding  ...  8 

Re-visits  paid  to  above  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  for  Vermin  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Re-visits  paid  to  above  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,278 

Visits  in  connection  with  Rural  Housing  Survey  ...  ...  9 


2,002 

Infectious  Diseases 

Inquiries  in  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  51 

Visits  re  Disinfection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Miscellaneous  Infectious  Disease  visits  ...  ...  ...  6 


69 
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Meat  Inspection 

Meat  Inspection,  Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  ... 
Shops  and  Stalls 
Other  premises 


Visits  to  Food  Premises 

Butchers 

Canteens 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  ... 
Grocers  ...  •»•  •••  •• 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  ... 
Dairies  and  Milk  Distributors 

Food  Preparing  Premises  

Ice  Cream  Premises  

Market  Stalls  ... 

Restaurants 

Bakehouses 

Visits  in  connection  with  Sampling: — 

Milk  Sampling  

Ice  Cream  Sampling 

Water  Sampling  

Faeces  Sampling  

Utensil  swabs  ... 

Egg  Albumen  Sampling  

Trade  effluents 
Miscellaneous  Food  Visits 


565 


60 

5 

19 

209 

23 

110 

89 

18 


51 

17 


...  236 

...  119 

...  310 

2 

...  17 

4 
2 

...  28 


1,319 


Total  ...  ...  ...  ..« 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

No.  of  Visits  or  Inspections  ... 

Game  Act,  1831 

No.  of  Game  Licences  renewed 
No.  of  New  Game  Licenses  issued  ... 

Petroleum  (Regulations)  Acts,  1928  & 1936 

No.  of  Licences  renewed 
No.  of  New  Licences  issued  ... 

No.  of  Visits  made 

Factories  Act,  1937 

No.  of  Factories  on  Register  at  end  of  year  ... 

No.  of  Visits  and  Inspections  ... 

No.  of  Defects  remedied 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

No.  of  Premises  Registered 


...  5,340 


13 


12 

1 


...  108 
. . . 8 
...  79 


...  142 

88 
3 


4 
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Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933-1954 

No.  of  Slaughterman’s  Licences  renewed 16 

No.  of  New  Licences  issued 2 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  Supply 

The  Public  Health  Inspectors  continued  to  obtain  and  submit 
routine  samples  of  milk  for  bacteriological  examination,  details  of 
which  are  given  below: 

Tuberculin 

Tested  Pasteurised  Sterilised 

45  185  2 

Of  these,  226  proved  “satisfactory”  but  the  results  of  6 samples 
were  “unsatisfactory.” 


xMILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  (PASTEURISED  AND 
STERILISED  MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1949. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  (RAW  MILK)  REGULA- 
TIONS, 1949. 

During  the  year  42  licences  were  issued  under  the  above  Regula- 
tions, 16  to  use  the  designation  “Tuberculin-tested.”  18  to  use  the 
designation  “pasteurised,”  and  8 to  use  the  designation  “Sterilised.” 

During  the  year  a considerable  number  of  complaints  were 
received  of  dirty  milk  bottles.  All  such  complaints  were  reported 
to  the  Council,  and  on  each  occasion  instructions  were  given  to  advise 
the  Dairymen  concerned  that  the  Council  takes  a very  serious  view 
of  such  complaints,  and  that  a repetition  would  of  necessity  result  in 
legal  proceedings  being  taken.  Such  complaints  show  the  alertness  of 
public  scrutiny  of  food  containers,  and  is  an  encouraging  indication 
of  public  concern.  There  is  now  ample  legislation  to  ensure  clean 
food,  the  Inspectorate  is  available  to  administer  that  legislation,  but 
the  stage  has  now  been  reached  when  the  complete  success  of  the 
campaign  can  only  be  ensured  by  the  fullest  co-operation  of  the 
public. 

Ice  Cream 

Ninety-nine  samples  of  ice-cream  and  18  lollies  were  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination,  and  were  graded  as  follows: — 


Ice  Cream 

Lollies 

Grade  1 

94 

Satisfactory 

16 

Grade  2 

3 

Unsatisfactory 

2 

Grade  3 •••  ••• 

1 

Grade  4 

1 
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Meat  Inspection  at  Slaughterhouses 

A total  of  68,259  pigs  were  slaughtered  at  the  Prestwood  and 
Amersham  Slaughterhouses  and  also  at  Messrs.  S.  Stevens  of  High 
Street,  Great  Missenden.  The  following  table  gives  details  of  the 
number  affected  with  disease  other  than  Tuberculosis  and  with  Tuber- 
culosis only.  The  total  amount  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  at  the 
Slaughterhouses  was  30  tons  8 cwts.  3 qrs.  17  lbs. 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

NIL 

NIL 

10 

72 

68,259 

1 

Number  inspected  

NIL 

NIL 

10 

72 

68,259 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

167 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

3 

4,552 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis   

m 

4.1% 

6.9% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

m 

• 

8 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

m 

. 

1,682 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  

- 

- 

- 

- 

2.4% 

Other  Foodstuffs  Condemned 

Imported  meat 


148  lbs. 


Tinned  Goods: 

Meat 

Fish  ... 

Vegetables 

Milk 

Fruit 

Soup 

Jam 


754  tins 


265 

2,899 

689 

3,507 

285 

7 
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33 

33 

33 

33 

33 
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RODENT  INFESTATION  AND  DESTRUCTION 


Fewer  complaints  are  being  received  of  rat  and  mice  infestation 
on  domestic  premises,  and  the  Rodent  Officer  has  consequently  been 
able  to  spend  more  time  on  the  survey  and  inspection  of  agricultural 
buildings  and  land.  Further  contracts  have  been  entered  into  for 
treatment  of  premises  other  than  domestic,  thus  increasing  consider- 


ably the  income  from  this  service. 

No.  of  Premises  inspected  for  rats  and  mice,  etc.  ...  3,759 

No.  of  Premises  treated  for  rats  and  mice,  etc.  ...  ...  745 

No.  of  Premises  visited  for  glis-glis  ...  5 

No.  of  glis-glis  caught  12 

No.  of  Wasps-nests  destroyed  ...  ...  55 


Charges  were  made  in  connection  with  the  treatment  of  78 
premises. 

10  per  cent  of  the  whole  of  the  Council’s  sewers  were  treated 
for  rats  during  the  year,  and  were  found  to  be  free  of  infestation. 
This  test  was  carried  out  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Agricul- 
ture, Fisheries  & Food.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  Minis- 
try of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food  form  PDP/R8: 


Type  and  total  estimated  number  of  premises: 

Local  Authority 
Dwelling  Houses 
Business  Premises 
Agricultural  Property 


Class  of  infestations: 

Major 
Minor 

Complaints  in  connection  with  other  rodents,  rabbits,  squirrels, 
etc.,  were  passed  as  received  to  the  County  Agricultural  Executive 
Committee  at  Stoke  Mandeville. 


6 

14,168 

590 

265 


42 

703 


Disinfections  and  Disinfestations 

Disinfection  of  Premises: 

For  T.B.  ...  •••  • • • •••  ••• 

For  other  diseases 
Disinfestation  of  Premises. 

For  fleas  ...  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

For  other  insects 

Bedding  ...  ...  •••  •••  ••• 


Nil 

12 

Nil 

14 

3 
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Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955 

During  the  year,  89  food  premises  were  inspected  under  the 
above  Regulations,  and  Preliminary  Notices  were  served,  specifying 
work  necessary  to  conform  to  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations. 
Generally  speaking,  the  food  traders  continue  to  co-operate,  but  ob- 
viously some  of  those  whose  premises  are  well  below  the  standard 
require  time  to  effect  all  the  necessary  improvements. 

Some  of  the  improvements  effected  as  a result  of  these  inspec- 
tions are — improved  washing  facilities  with  wash-hand  basins  and  hot 
w^ater,  increased  protection  of  food  from  contamination  by  the  use 
of  glass  screens;  the  provision  of  cold  display  cabinets.  In  addition, 
these  visits,  I feel,  have  served  to  focus  the  attention  of  the  staff  of 
food  premises  on  the  importance  of  scrupulous  cleanliness  in  the 
handling  of  foodstuffs,  and  these  are  generally  welcomed  by  the  food 
traders. 

Invitations  were  readily  accepted  from  the  various  women’s 
organisations  to  address  them  on  the  Clean  Food  Campaign,  and  no 
opportunity  will  be  missed  to  continue  this  propaganda. 

A further  10  premises  were  registered  for  the  manufacture  and/ 
or  sale  of  ice  cream,  making  a total  in  the  register  of  160  premises 
registered,  142  for  the  manufacture,  sale  or  storage  of  ice  cream,  14 
for  the  preparation  and  manufacture  of  sausages  and  preserved  foods, 
and  4 for  fish  frying. 


Slaughterhouses 

During  the  year  the  Council  gave  considerable  thought  to  this 
very  confused  problem.  Representatives  of  the  Council  attended  meet- 
ings with  adjoining  districts,  but  the  deliberations  at  these  meetings 
did  not  help  to  clarify  the  position.  In  September  the  Council  passed 
a resolution  under  Section  76  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1955,  the 
effect  of  which  was  to  restrict  the  future  grant  of  Licences  to  those 
premises  which  were  at  the  date  of  the  resolution  licenced  by  the 
Council.  Objections  to  the  resolution  were  lodged  with  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food.  At  the  time  of  preparation  of  this 
report  the  Minister  had  just  announced  his  decision  not  to  confirm  the 
Council’s  resolution. 


Housing 

In  order  to  accelerate  the  disposal  of  the  formalities  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Council’s  Slum  Clearance  Programme  reports  were 
made  upon  88  cottages  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936, 
and  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957.  In  the  case  of  49  of  the 
cottages  Demolition  Orders  were  made,  29  Undertakings  were 
accepted,  6 Closing  Orders  were  made,  and  further  action  was  deferred 
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in  the  remaining  four  cases.  11  cottages  were  demolished,  either  as 
a result  of  a Demolition  Order  made  during  or  before  1957,  or  as 
a result  of  informal  action.  One  cottage  which  was  the  subject 
of  an  Undertaking  was  reconditioned,  and  the  Undertaking  cancelled. 

In  October  a Report  was  made  to  the  Council  of  the  progress 
made  in  connection  with  the  Slum  Clearance  programme,  and  this 
summary  is  reproduced  below. 

Subject  to  Demolition  Order,  but  not  demolished  ...  72 

Demolished  53 

Subject  to  Closing  Order  9 

Subject  to  Undertaking  to  be  used  only  for  purposes  other 

than  human  habitation  25 

Purchased  by  Council  6 

Reconstructed  or  under  reconstruction  24 

Still  to  be  dealt  with  95 


284 


Housing  defects  were  in  the  main  dealt  with  by  informal  action. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  defects  remedied  by  Formal  and 
Informal  action: 


Cesspool  accommodation  repaired  or  provided  Nil 

Drains  repaired,  altered  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  8 

Dampness  abated: 

(1) ,  Repairs  to  roof  2 

(2)  Repairs  to  rainwater  guttering  3 

(3)  Repairs  to  rainwater  pipes 3 

(4) ,  Repairs  to  external  walls Nil 

Repairs  to  wall  and  ceiling  plaster  4 

Repairs  to  roofs,  walls  and  chimneys  ...  ...  ...  6 

Repairs  to  floors  2 

Repairs  to  doors  and  windows  ...  ...  2 

Repairs  to  sanitary  conveniences 8 


The  Council  continued  to  implement  the  provisions  of  Section 
20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  as  amended  by  the  Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Act,  1954.  42  formal  Certificates  of  Approval  were  issued  for 
the  conversion  or  improvement  of  47  dwellings,  the  total  approved 
cost  being  £23,248,  and  the  total  amount  of  grants  given  was  £11,473. 
The  number  of  applications  approved  was  less  than  in  1956.  This 
decrease  was  in  the  main  due  to  temporary  postponement  of  the  con- 
sideration of  applications  in  September,  when  the  Bank  Rate  was 
increased. 
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Moveable  Dwellings 

The  Council  approved  27  applications  for  new  licences  to  erect, 
station  and  use  Moveable  Dwellings,  but  a considerable  number  of 
the  existing  licences  were  not  renewed  during  the  year,  and  the  total 
number  of  Licences  current  on  the  31st  December,  1957  was  90. 

The  two  Licensed  sites  at  Chartridge  and  St.  Leonards  were 
satisfactorily  maintained,  but  in  connection  with  the  licensed  sites 
the  Council  adopted  an  amended  list  of  conditions  to  be  observed  in 
connection  therewith. 

This  mode  of  living  locally  shows  no  sign  of  decreasing.  To  the 
young  married  couples,  both  of  whom  may  be  at  work  all  day,  and 
who  have  no  family,  it  seems  to  have  a special  appeal,  but  it  cannot 
be  a satisfactory  substitute  for  a house.  Some  of  them  get  tucked 
away  in  very  remote  and  isolated  parts  of  the  district,  and  supervision 
becomes  difficult.  During  the  year  one  such  “dwelling”  was  brought 
to  our  notice,  and  on  investigation  was  found  to  be  occupied  by  an 
elderly  woman  who  had  been  there  for  40  odd  years.  The  condi- 
tions under  which  she  was  living  were  deplorable,  but  the  prospect  of 
having  to  move  upset  her  considerably.  There  were  no  neighbours  to 
help  her  in  the  event  of  illness  or  accident,  but  many  people  will 
readily  condemn  the  Local  Authority  for  interfering,  although  the 
very  same  people  would  be  the  first,  in  the  event  of  a tragedy,  to 
censure  the  Council  for  not  exercising  its  statutory  powers. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

OUTWORKERS  (Sections  110  and  111) 

The  number  of  outworkers  notified  in  accordance  with  Section 
110(i)(c)  was  86.  They  were  engaged  in  Brush-making  (4),  Wear- 
ing Apparel  (54),  and  Curtains  and  Furniture  Hangings  (28). 
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SECTION  X. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Staff  Examinations  (Superannuation,  etc.) 

Number  examined 11 

Rehousing  on  Medical  Grounds 

\ 

Number  of  cases  investigated  147 

National  Assistance  Acts,  1948  and  1951 

Section  50^-Number  of  Burials  arranged  ...  ...  1 

Section  47 — Number  of  cases  investigated  as  in  need  of 

care  and  attention  ...  1 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital  or  other 
institutions  by  Court  Order  ...  1 
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APPENDIX  I 


M.52 


Borough  of  Southwark, 

Public  Analyst’s  Department, 

Health  Services  Department, 

Walworth  Road,  S.E.17. 


ANALYSIS  OF  A SAMPLE  OF  WATER  received  from  the 
AMERSHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Sample  of  Water  from  rising  service  main.  Water  supplied  by 
Rickmansworth  & Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Co. 


Appearance  

Reaction  (pH) 

Free  Chlorine 

Total  Solids 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate 
(3  hrs.  @ 98°  F.) 

Hardness,  Temporary 

Hardness,  Permanent 

Hardness  (Total)  

Metals  (Lead,  Copper,  Zinc) 


• • 


Clear  and  Colourless 
7.2 

Parts  per  Million 
Nil 
298 
15.0 
Nil 
0.010 
4.0 
Nil 

0.25 

44 

Nil 

44 

Not  found 


Bacteriological  Examination 


Colonies  on  agar  in  48  hours  @37 ° C 2 per  ml. 

Colonies  on  agar  in  72  hours  @ 20°  C 0 per  ml. 

Coliform  bacilli  Not  found  in  100ml. 


From  these  results  I am  of  opinion  that  this  water  is  of  high 
chemical  and  bacteriological  purity  and  suitable  for  drinking  and 
domestic  use. 

(Signed)  D.  H.  BUTTON, 

Public  Analyst . 
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APPENDIX  II 


Borough  of  Southwark, 

Public  Analyst’s  Department, 

Health  Services  Department, 

Walworth  Road,  S.E.17. 

M.65 

ANALYSIS  OF  A SAMPLE  OF  WATER  received  from  the 
BUCKS  WATER  BOARD. 

Sample  of  Water  from  rising  service  main.  Water  supplied  by 


Gt.  Berkhamsted  Water  Co. 

Appearance  

• • • 

Clear  and  Colourless 

Reaction  (pH)  

• • • 

...  8.0 

Free  Chlorine  

• • • 

Pans  per  Million 
Nil 

Total  Solids  

• • • 

146 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  

• • • 

16.5 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  

• • • 

Nil 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  

• • • 

Nil 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

• • • 

4.2 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

• • • 

Nil 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate 

(3  hrs.  @ 98°  F.)  

Nil 

Hardness,  Temporary 

• • • 

73 

Hardness,  Permanent 

• • • 

25 

Hardness  (Total)  

• • • 

98 

Metals  (Lead,  Copper,  Zinc)  ... 

• • • 

Not  found 

Bacteriological  Examination 

Colonies  on  agar  in  48  hours  @37° 

c. ... 

0 per  ml. 

Colonies  on  agar  in  72  hours  @ 20° 

c. ... 

0 per  ml. 

Coliform  bacilli  ... 

Not  found  in  100  ml. 

These  results  show  no  evidence  of  contamination  and  in  my 
opinion  this  water  is  chemically  pure  and  suitable  for  drinking  and 
domestic  use. 

(Signed)  D.  H.  BUTTON, 

Public  Analyst. 
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Total  Samples  Collected:  34 
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